
May 13, 2025 

To: All Crescent Lake Property Owners 

From: Crescent Lake District Chairman Tim Kilgore 

Re: Spring / Summer 2025 Update 

 

Dear Property Owners, 

I hope this letter finds you well and ready for the rest of spring and summer at Crescent Lake and looking 

forward to your favorite lake activity whether it be fishing, pontoon rides, tubing or just sitting around the 

campfire. 

Finally, after two years of disappointment I have some GOOD NEWS to share:  

The WI DNR has approved our treatment permit for application of an aquatic herbicide, ProcellaCOR, in areas 

where there are higher concentrations of Eurasian Water Milfoil (EWM) in Crescent Lake. The permit approval 

is for 33 acres. The application areas approved are along the Hwy 8 shoreline including areas going south from 

Hwy 8 on the east and west shorelines; and around the island. See the application area map below. The 

anticipated date for the herbicide application will take place on one or possibly two days of the following days 

weather permitting. Anticipated dates are either June 9-12 or 16-19. Properties in this treatment area will be 

notified before the actual treatment.  In our opinion the 2019, 2020, 2021, and 2022 applications were very 

effective in reducing the EWM spread in the application areas, and we anticipate the same results this year. 

Effective treatments are crucial for the prevention of uncontrollable EWM spread throughout the lake.  

This permit approval is the culmination of many folks working together with the DNR, Tribal Agencies, 

treatment manufacturers and providers, and many other lake groups. The Crescent Lake District thanks you for 

your ongoing financial support. Last, we owe Terry Goldbach a great deal of appreciation for his tedious efforts 

in preparing our permit application.  

 



Will we be using Divers in 2025? 

Yes, we anticipate using diver EWM harvesting again in 2025, focusing this effort on areas with lesser EWM 

density and outside the herbicide treatment areas. The response team of the CLD continues to believe this is a 

more costly and less effective method of EWM prevention, but we believe it is worth the effort and cost for the 

number of days that fall within our annual budget.  

Long Term 

None of us anticipate this 2025 ProcellaCOR treatment will represent the end of our needed efforts to control 

EWM. Yet this news is a great step forward after two years of experiencing widespread EWM expansion due to 

the denial of our treatment permits. 

We also must be aware of the increasing threats from other invasive species that have infiltrated other WI 

lakes, especially Southern WI. We hope you recognize we must continue to be diligent at protecting our lake 

and your awareness and efforts are crucial to keeping Crescent Lake clean and free of further invasives. Just in 

the past few years the expansion of Zebra Mussels and Spiny Water Fleas has become widespread across the 

state and now creates a risk for Crescent Lake. Going forward we will continue to provide you with educational 

material in newsletters and on our website;  www.crescentlakedistrict.com.   

If you are available and interested in further protecting our lake, I encourage you to register for the six-county 

lakes and rivers meeting on invasives and threats to our lakes meeting to be held July 11 from 8:30-12:30 at 

Nicolet College in Rhinelander. It is being put on by the Onieda and Vilas Counties Lakes & Rivers Association. 

Clean Boats Clean Waters Program Continues in 2025 

The Crescent Lake District will continue our CBCW program in 2025. We are excited to share we have a new 

volunteer coordinator named Kathleen Stifter, a 30-year resident of Crescent Lake. In addition, we will have a 

paid summer college student Kalyee Brown handling our day-to-day scheduling and report generation. We have 

purchased a new software platform which you can use to select your volunteer shifts from our CLD website. 

This should make it much easier for everyone to volunteer at least one shift this summer!  A big thank you to 

Ryan Peterson for his volunteer time selecting and configuring the software platform for our use. Ryan also 

remains our webmaster, which we appreciate. 

Wake-Enhanced Boating Controversy 

This subject is getting a lot of statewide attention and has made its way to Crescent Lake as well. Recently our 

local State Legislators Mary Felzkowski and Rob Swearingen held several listening sessions in our area that you 

may have attended. In addition, the Town of Crescent town board is actively discussing a possible local 

ordinance, as nearly 50 other Wisconsin lake communities have enacted. The position of the CLD 

commissioners on this matter is to carry-out our mission statement: “To preserve, protect and enhance the 

shoreline and waters of Crescent Lake for current and future generations”.  To us this means we are highly 

concerned about boat ballast water from other lakes which may contain other invasive species being 

introduced into our lake, shoreline damage occurring from large waves operating too close to shore, and lake 

bottom and plant disruption from boat operation in too shallow water. We hope the owners of wake boats and 

those in charge of boating regulations arrive at a place that protects Crescent Lake for all. 

Thank you for your on-going support of the Crescent Lake District. As always, we welcome you to attend our 

meetings and share your thoughts. 

Tim Kilgore, Chairman 

http://www.crescentlakedistrict.com/

